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	BYOD	at	Palmerston	North	Intermediate	Normal	School	

Our	Vision	

We	 live	 in	 an	 ever-changing	 world	 where	 the	majority	 of	 students	 now	 use	
devices	 outside	 of	 school	 to	 communicate	 and	 learn	 on	 a	 daily	 basis.	 At	
Palmerston	 North	 Intermediate	 Normal	 School	we	would	 like	 to	 see	 devices	
being	 used	more	 prominently	within	 the	 school	 to	 further	 enhance	 teaching	
and	learning.		

Palmerston	North	Intermediate	Normal	School’s	vision	is	to	innovatively	blend	
the	 use	 of	 technology	 into	 current	 programmes,	 as	well	 as	 adapting	 current	
practice	 to	 include	 the	 use	 of	 devices.	 By	 doing	 this,	 we	 will	 develop	
connected,	 life-long	 learners,	 who	 are	 actively	 involved	 in	 the	 global	
community.		

Many	educators	would	argue	that	the	term	e-learning	is	twee	or	outdated,	as	
it	should	be	about	learning	full	stop.	Some	educators	prefer	the	term	‘blended	
learning’	to	‘e-learning’.		

The	 term	 blended	 learning	 certainly	 allays	 the	 fear	 that	 we	 are	 trying	 to	
replace	 pen	 and	 paper,	 traditional	 modes	 and	 methods	 of	 teaching,	 and	
instead	 suggests	 that	 we	 simply	 want	 to	 'blend'	 the	 pen	 and	 paper	 with	
electronic	modes	and	methods.		

While	 blended	 learning	 is	 the	 ultimate	 goal	 for	 teaching	 and	 learning	 at	
Palmerston	North	 Intermediate	Normal	 School,	we	 are	 clearly	 in	 a	 period	 of	
transition	and	 it	 is	timely	and	 important	that	the	“e”	 is	highlighted	to	remind	
us	 that	we	are	wanting	 to	see	a	greater	and	more	effective	use	of	electronic	
devices	in	classrooms.		

Given	this	reason,	it	is	appropriate	that	both	terms	are	used	with	the	ultimate	
goal	of	having	a	blended	approach	to	teaching	and	learning	embedded	in	every	
teacher’s	daily	practice.	

	



Why	BYOD?	

At	PNINS	we	recognise	that	the	world	is	changing	and	that	opportunities	for	
different	learning	methods	have	been	created	throughout	the	rapid	
development	in	ICT	worldwide.	

Our	school	vision	statement,	which	is	“Confident,	Capable	and	Connected	
students	with	a	‘You	Can	Do	It!	Attitude’	has	a	close	link	vision	of	the	New	
Zealand	Curriculum,	“Confident,	connected,	actively	involved	and	lifelong	
learners”.	

“We	are	aiming	high	for	young	New	Zealanders	to	be	the	most	digitally	
literate	in	the	world	so	they	can	have	every	opportunity	to	become	
innovative	and	better	complete	in	a	modern	economy.	Adopting	the	best	
approach	to	21st	century	learning	will	require	change	across	the	education	
sector.	It	is	critical	that	we	recognise	how	much	of	this	change	is	being	driven	
by	students	themselves,	how	eager	they	are	to	learn	online	through	new	
applications,	tools	and	content.”	
	 	 	 	 	 Associate	Minister	of	Education,	Nikki	Kaye	
	
In	the	21st	century,	eLearning	is	becoming	fundamental	to	enabling	this	vision.	
Curriculum	subjects	are	increasingly	relying	on	a	wide	variety	of	online	learning	
tools.	By	blending	BYOD	into	appropriate	daily	learning	programmes	,	a	
student	–owned	device	can	be	an	important	part	of	a	student’s	educational	
tool	kit,	providing	them	with	instant	access	to	unlimited	resources	and	
enabling	them	to	support,	extend,	communicate	and	share	their	learning	in	a	
way	that	will	prepare	them	for	the	future.	
	
What	is	a	‘Blended	Approach’	to	Teaching	and	Learning?	
	
Defining	a	blended	approach	to	teaching	and	learning	is	a	trickier	task	than	one	
might	 first	 think	 -	 opinions	 vary	 wildly	 on	 the	matter.	 However,	 Palmerston	
North	Intermediate	Normal	School	defines	a	blended	approach	as	an	approach	
to	 education	 where	 our	 students	 experience	 learning	 and	 express	 their	
learning	 in	 a	way	 that	 suits	 THEM	 -	 that	means	 face	 to	 face,	paper	and	pen,	
online,	anywhere	and	anytime.	
	
The	 teaching	 focus	 is	 on	 learning	 and	 not	 the	 device.	 The	 device	 provides	
different	 learning	experiences;	 they	DO	NOT	completely	 'replace’	other	more	
traditional	approaches	to	learning.		



	
Therefore,	when	and	how	the	device	is	used	will	depend	on	the	learning	goals	
of	 each	 lesson	 as	 well	 as	 teacher	 and	 student	 preference.	 Traditional	
approaches	to	learning	are	supplemented	and	the	door	is	opened	to	new	and	
different	ways	to	learn.	
	
	
What	 are	 the	 benefits	 of	 a	 blended	 approach	 to	 teaching	 and	
learning?	
	
Why	 does	 Sesame	 Street	 captivate	 young	 children	 so	 effectively?	 Sesame	
Street	and	other	early	childhood	programmes	understand	that	not	all	children	
learn	 the	 same	way;	 therefore,	 the	 programmes	 are	 designed	 in	 a	way	 that	
reaches	 auditory,	 visual	 and	 kinetic	 learners	 alike.	 Students	 never	 outgrow	
their	 learning	 styles,	 so	 why	 do	 traditional	 classrooms	 fail	 to	 engage	 all	 of	
them?	
	
This	 is	 the	 real	 strength	 of	 a	 blended	 approach	 to	 teaching	 and	 learning:	 it	
transforms	 a	 transmissive	 method	 of	 teaching	 into	 a	 truly	 interactive	 one.	
Following	a	blended	approach	to	 learning	and	teaching	has	been	linked	to	an	
increase	in	student	engagement	and	motivation	along	with	an	improved	ability	
for	teachers	to	personalise	learning	for	their	students.	Therefore,	as	a	result	of	
the	above,	the	potential	for	improved	individual	progress	is	greatly	improved.	

	
Why	BYOD	in	2018?	
	
At	PNINS	we	wish	to	create	a	more	accessible,	diverse,	and	dynamic	learning	
environment	for	our	students,	one	that	reflects	the	world	we	live	in.	
There	are	many	advantages	for	students	bringing	their	own	ICT	(school	
approved)	devices	to	support	their	educational	needs.	A	student	–	owned	
internet	capable	device	can	be	an	important	part	of	a	student’s	toolkit,	
providing	them	with	instant	access	to	unlimited	resources	and	enabling	them	
to	support,	extend,	communicate	and	share	learning	in	a	way	that	will	prepare	
them	for	the	future.	
	
	
	



Is	it	compulsory	for	my	child	to	bring	a	device	to	school?	
	

In	no	way	is	BYOD	compulsory.		At	Palmerston	North	Intermediate	Normal	
School	we	see	BYOD	as	yet	another	tool	to	help	students	learn	more	
effectively.	If	families	opt	out	of	the	BYOD	option,	we	will	still	provide	
opportunities	for	students	to	use	school	owned	devices	to	help	enhance	their	
learning.		

Families	shouldn’t	feel	obliged	to	purchase	a	new	device	for	their	child	to	bring	
to	school.	However,	if	you	decide	to	allow	your	child	to	bring	their	own	device,	
or	if	you	do	decide	to	purchase	a	device	for	your	child,	we	have	listed	a	set	of	
guidelines	–	‘under	‘what	should	my	child	bring?’	above	to	help	you	select	a	
device	that	will	fit	the	specifications	required	by	the	school.		

What	is	meant	by	‘Equity	for	all	Students’?		

BYOD	is	the	way	of	the	future;	to	not	only	enhance	learning,	but	also	to	save	
money.		Keeping	this	in	mind,	equity	is	vital.		

It	is	the	school’s	responsibility	to	ensure	that	the	level	of	education	offered	to	
all	 students	 is	 equitable.	 It	 is	 our	 desire,	 with	 the	 approval	 of	 the	 board,	 to	
continue	to	lease	devices	that	enable	all	students	to	have	access	to	device	as	a	
part	of	their	learning	experiences	at	PNINS.	School	leased	computers	can	only	
be	used	at	school	and	cannot	be	taken	home.		

	

What	are	the	advantages	of	BYOD?	
	

Some	advantages	of	BYOD	include:	
Ø Anytime,	anywhere	access	to	class	resources,	support	and	extension	

activates	through	school	approved	Apps.	
Ø The	ability	to	develop	digital	folders	and	work	for	their	classes	(that	can	

be	lost,	are	always	accessible	and	never	need	replacing)	through	cloud	
computing.	

Ø Being	able	to	develop	a	portfolio	of	student	learning	using	cloud	
applications.	

Ø An	increased	ability	to	communicate	and	interact	with	teacher,	parents	
and	peers	electronically	to	support	their	learning.	

Ø The	ability	to	draft,	recraft	and	publish	their	work	at	the	click	of	a	
button.	

Ø Allowing	students	to	become	active	partners	in	their	learning.	



Ø Enabling	students	to	enter	and	explore	new	learning	environments,	and	
overcoming	barriers	to	distance	and	time.	

Ø The	creation	of	supportive	differentiated	learning	environments	by	
offering	resources	that	take	account	of	individual,	cultural,	or	
developmental	differences.	

Ø Enhancing	opportunities	to	learn	by	offering	students	virtual	experiences	
and	tools	that	save	time	and	allowing	them	to	take	their	learning	
further.	

Ø Developing	digital	citizenship	so	that	students	are	able	to	reflect	this	not	
only	in	their	daily	use	of	their	devices	and	application,	but	long	term	in	
the	IT	world	they	live	in.	
	

What	will	my	child	need?	
	

Palmerston	North	Intermediate	Normal	School	requires	that	students	who	
intend	bringing	a	device		to	school	bring	one	that	has	the	following	
specifications.	
	

Battery	 life	 -	 ideally	 the	 battery	 should	 last	 for	 5-6	 hours	 to	 be	 able	 to	 get	
through	a	school	day	without	recharging.	Students	will	be	required	to	charge	
their	devices	at	home.	Charging	will	not	be	allowed	at	school.		

Weight	 -	Should	be	 light	enough	to	be	carried	around	all	day.	Anything	more	
than	2.5kg	including	the	case	might	be	too	heavy.		

Wireless	-	Must	be	dual	band	capable,	and	state	that	it	has	a/g/n	or	a/b/g/n		

Screen	Size:	must	be	9.7	inches	or	bigger	(no	smaller	than	a	mini	iPad)	

Memory	/	Storage	-	Should	be	16GB	or	more		

Hard	 Disk	 Drive	 -	 Some	 newer	 devices	 may	 feature	 SSD	 drives,	 which	 are	
faster,	 lighter,	 and	 more	 reliable	 and	 give	 longer	 battery	 life,	 because	 they	
have	no	moving	parts,	but	they	are	also	much	more	expensive.		

Robustness	-	Your	device	should	be	strong	enough	to	survive	a	fall	onto	a	hard	
surface.	

	

	



Strong	evidence	from	other	schools	internationally	suggest	there	are	extremely	
good	reasons	for	specifying	a	device	for	students	to	bring.	

Ø Students	will	have	a	high	quality	digital	learning	experience	
Ø Teachers	will	be	able	to	accurately	anticipate	what	students	will	or	won’t	

be	able	to	do	with	their	device.	
Ø The	school	computer	network	can	be	optimally	configured	-	rather	that	

run	with	loose	configurations	that	are	appropriate	to	any	device.	
	
	
Do	we	need	to	insure	the	device	my	child	brings	to	school?	
	
Yes,	insurance	is	important.		A	condition	on	bringing	a	device	to	school	is	that	
it	 is	 insured.This	 is	 the	 responsibility	 of	 the	 parent.	 While	 we	 take	 care	 to	
protect	students’	property,	we	cannot	accept	responsibility	for	devices	lost	or	
stolen,	 so	make	 it	 is	 important	 to	 check	 your	 policy	 to	 see	 if	 your	 insurance	
covers	 all	 these	 possibilities.	 Check	 also	 that	 accidental	 damage	 insurance	 is	
covered	in	your	policy.	

What	are	the	guidelines	for	use	of	devices	at	PNINS?	
	
1. The	PNINS	Cyber	Safety	agreement	(rules	of	use)	will	apply	not	only	to	

school			IT	devices	but	to	all	devices	brought	to,	and	used	at	school.	
2. BYOD	at	PNINS	are	limited	to	the	specifications	listed	in	the	booklet	

‘Guidelines	for	BYOD	at	Palmerston	North	Intermediate	Normal	School’.	
3. Students	are	only	permitted	to	bring	ICT	devices	that	meet	the	school’s	

specifications	for	BYOD.	
4. Student	use	of	a	device	during	the	school	day	is	clearly	at	the	discretion	of	

the	classroom	teacher	and	is	required	to	be	in	support	of	educational	
activities	and	in	line	with	school	policy	and	guidelines.	

5. Student	devices	brought	to	school	must	meet	to	the	specifications		for	
BYOD	as	set	by	the	school.	Cell	phones	are	not	part	of	BYOD	at	PNINS.	

6. Parents/	caregivers	must	sign	the	‘School	use	of	BYOD’	agreement	before	
any	device	is	brought	to	school.	

7. Students	can	only	bring	a	cell	phone	to	school	as	per	current	school	policy	
(letter	to	principal;	cell	phone	to	school	office	immediately	on	arrival,	cell	
phone	collected	form	the	school	office	after	school;	no	use	of	the	cell	
phone	in	the	school	grounds).	

8. Student	use	of	a	device	is	restricted	to	the	individual	student	owner	and	is	
not	to	be	shared	or	accessed	by	other	student	users.	



9. Student	access	to	the	school	wireless	network	will	be	on	an	individual	
basis.	If	a	student	is	granted	access,	they	are	not	to	provide	that	access	to	
any	other	individual	who	is	not	a	student	at	PNINS,	either	by	device	
exchange	or	by	sharing	passwords	etc.	

10. Student	use	of	a	device	must	not	disrupt	the	learning	of	others.	Sound	
must	be	muted	at	all	times	unless	explicit	permission	is	granted	by	the	
teacher	for	each	instance	which	includes	the	use	of	headphones.	

11. Student	use	of	the	devices	camera	capabilities	are	strictly	limited	within	
the	classroom	and	school	setting	and	must	be	in	accordance	with	current	
learning	and	have	the	permission	of	the	classroom	teacher.	

12. Student	use	of	the	devices	video	capabilities	are	strictly	limited	within	the	
classroom	and	school	setting	and	must	be	in	accordance	with	current	
learning	and	have	the	permission	of	the	classroom	teacher.	

13. Any	images	of	other	students	or	staff	may	not	be	used	or	moved	beyond	
the	school	setting.		

14. Student	use	of	BYOD	is	strictly	limited	to	classroom	teaching	time	only.	No	
BYOD	is	to	be	used	before	school,	at	interval	or	at	lunchtime	unless	the	
classroom	teacher	is	present.	

15. The	classroom	teacher	must	ensure	that	all	BYOD	are	placed	in	secure	
storage	at	interval	and	lunchtime.	

16. All	students	are	to	take	their	device	home	each	day	after	school	and	must	
ensure	that	they	are	fully	recharged	at	home	for	use	the	next	day.	No	
recharging	is	to	take	place	at	school.	

17. Parents	are	responsible	to	ensure	that	the	school	specified	device	that	
their	child	is	bringing	to	school	is	fully	insured.	This	must	be	in	place	prior	
to	the	student	bringing	the	device	to	school.	

18. Students	who	choose	to	bring	an	approved	device	to	school	assume	total	
responsibility	for	the	device.	Devices	that	are	lost,	stolen	or	damaged	are	
the	responsibility	of	the	student	and	their	parents	or	guardian.	Students	
should	take	all	reasonable	steps	to	protect	against	theft	or	damage	of	their	
personal	device.	In	relation	to	this,		PNINS	is	not	responsible	for	any	
financial	or	data	lost.	

19. PNINS	and	staff	cannot	attempt	to	repair,	correct,	troubleshoot,	or	be	
responsible	for	malfunctioning	device	hardware	or	software.	

20. PNINS	reserves	the	right	to	examine	students’	device	and	search	its	
contents	if	there	is	a	reasonable	suspicion	that	school	policy,	cyber	use	
policy	or	New	Zealand	law	has	been	violated.	Searches	will	be	limited	to	
circumstances	in	which	there	is	reasonable	suspicion	that	the	search	will	
produce	the	evidence	of	the	suspected	misconduct.	



21. 	PNINS,	through	the	Principal,	reserves	the	right	to	revoke	the	BYOD	
privilege	if	the	user	does	not	abide	by	the	school’s	BYOD	policy	and	
guidelines	for	use.		
	

Conclusion	

The	Board	of	Trustees	and	staff	want	to	create	a	more	accessible,	diverse,	and	
dynamic	learning	environment	for	PNINS	students,	one	that	reflects	the	world	
we	live	in.	We	recognise	that	the	world	is	changing	and	that	opportunities	for	
different	learning	methods	have	been	created	through	the	rapid	development	
of	IT	world-wide.		
	
The	school’s	blended	learning	approach	is	one	that	encompasses	both	the	
accessible,	diverse	and	dynamic	learning			opportunities			that	is	reflected	in	
ongoing	IT	development	but	also	retaining	and	refining	the	traditional	aspects	
to	learning	(pen	&	paper)	that	students	will	still	require	at	High	School	and	
beyond.	
	
	

	
 

	

	
	
	

 



	


